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GOOD ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION


Every Tuesday afternoon, during the 5 P.M. news program on Reno’s Channel 8, you can see the “The Tahoe Report.”  This is a TV clip, featuring a different aspect of Tahoe’s environment each week .  My neighbor on this newspaper page is often a column written by the same people who are responsible for the TV series.  These dedicated people are John Cobourn and Heather Segale, the guiding lights behind the Lake Tahoe Environmental Education Coalition (LTEEC).   Cobourn is a Water Resource Specialist and Segale is an Environmental Education Specialist.  They’re both with the University of Nevada Cooperative Extension.


Newspapers report on environmental issues.  Tahoe agencies and special interest groups distribute press releases and newsletters.  There’s quite a bit of environmental information available.  But, often, there’s a slant – or spin – to this information.  And, sometimes, info from different sources don’t quite agree.  So, ordinary Tahoe citizens might find themselves to be  confused by this plethora of communications – or skeptical – or both.


The idea behind LTEEC is to coordinate and communicate environmental information that’s based on sound science.  It’s information that you can rely on.  For example, before publication, Cobourn and Segale have their weekly columns reviewed by folks who are knowledgeable about the topic – a kind of peer review. 


I remember when Cobourn first had the idea for LTEEC.   He visited Tahoe groups to get support for this important enterprise.  He got broad moral support, but no money.  Finally, a few years ago, he was able to get LTEEC going with small grants from the University of California and the University of Nevada.  Ever since, it’s been a kind of hand to mouth existence, with small grants coming in just in the nick of time.  In my opinion, this vital service, which is run with an extremely low overhead and lots of volunteers and enthusiasm, deserves much better, and much more reliable, financial support.


Here are just a few of the things LTEEC folks do.  They conduct a media campaign to present issues and information to the public, using television, radio and print media.  LTEEC works with Partners in Conservation to assist homeowners in implementing BMPs to control erosion and runoff from their parcels.  This group also organizes annual BMP workshops for Tahoe contractors.  An early product of LTEEC is the very useful book, “Home Landscaping Guide for Lake Tahoe and Vicinity.”  It covers erosion control techniques, irrigation methods, and how to select and plant the kinds of shrubs, trees, etc. that do well in this area.  Homeowners who take advantage of the free help that Partners in Conservation provides, will also get the book without cost.


LTEEC works with scientists to disseminate information about research projects in the Tahoe Basin.  They work with groups that are helping make homes, neighborhoods and communities fire safe.  And though they  haven’t been able to obtain financial support for it, LTEEC helps to educate Tahoe Basin residents about the Environmental Improvement Program (EIP) that affects all of us as it helps to restore the lake.  


LTEEC has partnered with several groups that are involved with education and with outreach. They list some 31 participating partners, including just about every organization that has anything to do with Tahoe.


I think the most important thing that LTEEC does is to encourage a sense of stewardship by basin residents and property owners.  After all, the watershed is our back yard and the lake is our front yard, so we need to understand what’s going on and take some responsibility.  We can’t leave it all to the basin’s regulatory agencies.


To this end, LTEEC hosts an annual citizen monitoring event that they call Snapshot Day.  This includes training team leaders, calibrating instruments and monitoring streams, and producing a useful report of findings.  The successes of Snapshot Day and of the annual Earth Day festivities are due to Segale’s organizational skills.  


LTEEC also works with teachers, community leaders, students, parents, and administrators to form teams for place-based Adopt-a-Watershed education programs.  “Place-based” means studying local environments instead of environments somewhere else, such as the Everglades or the Amazon.  Studying their own backyard makes the experience much more relevant and interesting.  Such teams are forming on the South Shore and in Nevada Communities.  The Tahoe-Truckee School District has been involved with similar programs aided by the Sierra Watershed Partnership during recent years.  These watershed study projects are interwoven with major educational goals for reading, writing, math and science – as well as providing experience with hands-on field work.


As part of their efforts to disseminate the results of Tahoe research projects,  LTEEC is organizing an event that certainly interests me and would probably interest some of you.  A Tahoe Research Symposium is scheduled for May 17-19.  It will be held at the Cal-Neva Resort.


To get more information about LTEEC activities and to learn how to participate in one of their many groups, check their web site at http://www.lteec.org, call Heather Segale at (775) 832-4138, or send her an email at segaleh@unce.unr.edu.

Comments?  Send them to basinwatch@sbcglobal.net
