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TAHOE SCIENTISTS REPORT


For the past couple of years, we’ve had an unprecedented increase in research in the Tahoe Basin.  It started a while back when the leading research groups in the area signed a cooperative agreement.  Then a Science Advisory Group was formed to help shape research at Tahoe.  And, soon, there will be a Tahoe Research Center at the Sierra Nevada College in Incline Village.  This facility will provide modern laboratory and office space at the lake.


But, the thing that has really spurred research here at Tahoe is the TMDL program being developed by California’s Lahontan Water Quality Control Board and Nevada’s Division of Environmental Protection.  For that program, it’s necessary to know how much pollution the lake can take without harm.  And then, the program must determine how much the lake’s pollutant load must be reduced, and from where in the watershed and airshed most of the pollutants originate.


This requires a good knowledge of how the lake and watershed work, as well as a good idea of how much pollution falls into the lake from the sky.  It’s no small task.  So far, a few million dollars have been allocated and upwards of a hundred scientists, some full-time and some part-time, have been involved.  It’s a race to provide solid information to Tahoe’s resource managers so they can design effective source controls.


And on the horizon is another program that will beef up the basin’s research efforts.  A source of reliable funding for Tahoe’s watershed restoration program was developed by Nevada’s Senator John Ensign.  Tahoe agencies are now to be  recipients of some of the money derived from federal land sales in the Las Vegas area.  And a portion of those funds is to be used for research and monitoring.


With all this research activity, it’s important for scientists to get together once in a while and share information about what they’re doing, what they’ve learned, and where they’re going.  It’s also important for folks who are concerned about the future of the lake to learn more about the state of knowledge about our lake and basin.


The second of these biennial scientific get-togethers was organized by a planning committee comprised of representatives from several research groups.  The theme of the Symposium is “Research as a Tool in Tahoe Basin Issues.”  It will be hosted by the Nevada Water Resources Association at the Cal-Neva Resort for three days next week, May 17-19. 


Symposium activities start with a choice of tours to give attendees a chance to learn about research on burn sites at South Tahoe, Best Management Practices along Highway 28, research on the lake, or research in the Incline Village experimental watershed.


Papers scheduled to be presented cover a wide range of topics.  First, there will be a session on Pathway 2007, which is the ambitious effort to develop, by 2007, a new Regional Plan by TRPA, new Basin Plans by the Lahontan Water Quality Control Board and the Nevada Division of Environmental Protection, and a new Forest Plan by the U.S. Forest Service.  The idea is that these plans will complement each other.  They’ll all be using knowledge gained by the current research efforts.


There will also be sessions devoted to Lake Processes and Water Quality Modeling, Monitoring and Characterizing, New Technologies and Effectiveness of 

Best Management Practices, Vegetation and Fire Effects and Nutrients in Runoff, Revegetation, Adaptive Management, Remote Sensing and Air Quality Studies, Geologic and Hydrodynamic Processes, and Bioresources Monitoring. 

Dozens of projects, covering all phases of Tahoe research, will also be presented using posters.  The Symposium will provide a wealth of information about lake and watershed processes.


I suspect that most of the information shared in the symposium will be progress reports.  Most of the researchers are still collecting and analyzing data.  But it’s all fascinating stuff.  I’m anxious to find out what we’ve learned so far and where we’re going.  So, I plan to attend the Symposium and, of course, I’ll bring you some of the highlights.  


If you’re interested in attending, call Donna Bloom at the Nevada Water Resources Association, 1-775-626-6389, for more information.  Registration at the door will cost $275 and will include a field trip, two and a half days of presentations, poster sessions and two lunches.  


Comments?  Send them to basinwatch@sbcglobal.net
