Water Quality Working Group

Lake Tahoe Interagency Monitoring Program (LTIMP) 

Subcommittee

Meeting Minutes - 04/03/2000

Next LTIMP Meeting: WEDNESDAY May 3, 2000 – 

Field Tour: 

9:00am to 9:45 am  - Operation of a USGS stream gage @Upper Truckee River at South Lake Tahoe USGS gage (behind Carrows on left bank downstream of hwy 50) 

Meeting:  

10:00am to 12:00 pm @ City of South Lake Tahoe Council Chambers – 1900 Lake Tahoe Blvd (2 blocks west of the “Y”) South Lake Tahoe, CA
In Attendance (15):

Troy Alexander, EDOT + 

               Guy Burge, public/NTCD  

Robert Erlich, Lahontan RWQCB +                       Vern Finney, USDA-NRCS + 

               Sherry Hazelhurst, USFS-LTBMU +                      Alan Heyvaert, UCD-TRG +                                  Roger Jacobson, DRI
                                         Theresa Jones, NDOT

Steve Kooyman, City SLT                                     Steve Patterson, EDAW +                                     Jim Phelan, Tahoe City Marina                              Tim Rowe, USGS +

Amir Soltani, NDOT                                               Kerry Wicker, TRPA                                                 Rita Whitney, TRPA +                                                               
                                        (+  = Attended previous meeting)

Summary:

1) Review of status of LTIMP Subcommittee letters and responses– 

a) I-Team Letter - Alan Heyvaert, UCD-TRG reported that the completed I-team letter was sent to Lauri Kemper at Lahontan RWQCB and should be sent out to the entire I-team soon.

b) RAM letter - Tim Rowe, USGS reported that the RAM letter was sent out to 16 people in 12 state/local agencies involved in projects within the Lake Tahoe Basin.  The only response came from a letter back from Douglas County and they suggested we also provide a copy of the letter to local GID’s. They provided a list of addresses for all the GID’s in Douglas County.  Amir Soltani, NDOT also provided a verbal response. He stated that he had $200,000 for NDOT project monitoring in the Basin and was waiting for the resource monitoring/research organizations to tell him what, when, where, & how to monitor. He stated that he put a challenge on this note out to these organizations (UCD-TRG, DRI, USGS, & UNR) about a year ago (maybe at the last Lake Tahoe Research Symposium in Kings Beach) and has been waiting for a response.  He would like to see a collaborative joint effort from the 4 groups and to learn from bad and good project examples and soon.  He also wants written approvals from the regulatory agencies and a prevention of backlash in case something doesn’t work.  Alan (UCD-TRG), Roger (DRI) and Tim (USGS) agreed to meet very soon (and with UNR) to work out the details for a monitoring plan for NDOT.  We also discussed that this item would be the main focus item for the next LTIMP Subcommittee meeting on May 3rd.  Hopefully with both Caltrans and NDOT will be present.  Guy Burge, NTCD Board, also offered to contact/meet with NDOT.

c) On a connecting note, Robert Erlich, Lahontan RWQCB, reported that CALTRANS has a new program with an emphasis on storm-water monitoring.  It was reported that the program statewide is about $150 million and that they have three priority areas, one being the Lake Tahoe Basin.  Robert reported that they might have $5 million to spend on pilot studies in the Basin.  We need to tie this CALTRANS monitoring into LTIMP and collaborate activities with other agencies.

d) Further connection - it was brought out that there is a new bill in effect in California that is related to monitoring.  The Migden bill now requires mandatory fines for discharges to surface waters that are found to be in violation of numeric water quality standards. Some monitoring is not subject to fines under the bill. This bill came out after the notion that the previous Administration was too lenient on processing violations.  It sounds like a bill with good environmental intentions but it may discourage monitoring for BMP evaluation. CALTRANS has concerns on setting up monitoring program that may indeed lead to mandatory fines. Need to study this bill and figure out the specifics and how it will relate to Tahoe.  Robert will provide summary for the next LTIMP meeting.  

2) Tahoe City Marina-Boatworks monitoring plan - 

Alan Heyvaert, UCD-TRG, introduced Jim Phelan, General Manager of the Tahoe City Marina. This is a chance to include commercial property monitoring under the review of LTIMP subcommittee.  Jim provided history of the TC Marina site.  There is a need to expand the marina as current use is beyond capacity. The marina is the 2nd largest marina in the Basin (next to Tahoe Keys) and is the next to Roundhouse Mall and Boatworks mall (Safeway) in Tahoe City.  Current problems included snow removal and parking lot runoff and runoff coming on the marina property from Hwy 28 and a local restaurant and snow removal.  Plans call for a new parking structure and a detention pond/basin area.  This may provide opportunity to monitor new snow removal techniques and the possible recycling of marina water/sediments into a pond for treatment. Monitoring plan is in the design phase by JWA.  Funding is currently from the Marina.  This will be back on LTIMP agenda next July/August when the monitoring plan is completed. 
3) Status of new Upper Truckee and Trout Creek watershed map – 
Steve Patterson, EDAW and Mary Small, CTC provided updates on the Upper Truckee/Trout Creek watershed monitoring summary map.  CTC will provide the database for this UT coverage.  USGS provided CTC the data (1990-99) to update the TEGIS (USGS & TRPA) monitoring site layer (historical - 1990).  Next update will include only near term proposed projects.  USFS is updating their EIP site locations and will be giving this to TRPA.  Rita Whitney, TRPA, said TRPA would do the LT Basin site & EIP layer update.  It was brought out that we need a universal site identification system, like the USGS unique downstream order stream ID numbers (like 10336610 for Upper Truckee River at South Lake Tahoe). Also USGS uses unique numbers based on latitude/longitude for miscellaneous and groundwater sites.  Next step is to fill in the holes for the UT/TR monitoring summary.  A subcommittee to discuss format, EIP projects and monitoring sites for UT.  A meeting was set up to do this and will meet soon, maybe the week of April 12th.  
4) Trout Creek Restoration Project Monitoring Plan, part 2 – 
Steve Kooyman, City of South Lake Tahoe, reported that the monitoring manual for this project would be circulated soon.  DRI is now involved with water quality sampling.  Lahontan RWQCB is seeking more money to beef up monitoring, possibly $35,000-40,000 for samplers & equipment.  Annual monitoring budget may increase from $50,000 to $200,000 per year. Steve is also putting in for a grant from US Bureau of Reclamation to add to the monitoring for 2 years at $200,000 per year.  Rita reported that TRPA also has put in for a urban runoff/Wetlands grant from USEPA.  If the funding comes through, this would collaborate with other programs in the Trout Creek, Cold Creek and Angora Creek areas.  Steve, with the assistance of Troy Alexander, is in the process of installing equipment at the first Trout Creek site (at the Martin Avenue bridge).   NRCS (Vern Finney) has loaned an ISCO auto-sampler and YSI turbidity meter (with water temperature and specific conductance probes) for use at this site.  A review of the sites for this project include; 1) Trout Creek below Pioneer Trail and Golden Bear runoff pipe (below USGS gage #10336775, which is located above Pioneer Trail), 2) Cold Creek at Cattleman’s basin at Pioneer Trail (USGS misc. site #10336778), 3) Trout Creek at Martin Ave (at USGS gage #10336780), and 4) Cold Creek near mouth (USGS water temperature monitoring site # 10336779).

5) SAG Update - It was reported that the SAG has recommended the Priority watersheds at Incline/Third Creeks, Upper Truckee River/Trout Creek, and Ward Creek.  SAG is working to provide information related to budget requests to Nevada (May) and California (by July) on comprehensive monitoring program tied to management questions and EIP implementation. 

6) Round Robin Discussion -

a) TRPA’s Urban runoff/Wetlands Efficiency grant - Rita reported that TRPA also has put in for a USEPA 319 grant.  They decided to go after the total funding and should hear soon.  Status will reported the next meeting.

b) EDOT/USGS Cattleman’s basin – Pioneer III monitoring proposal – Tim reported that this is still in progress.  EDOT currently summarizing further questions after the USGS response to the original set of questions to the proposal.  USGS will then update proposal and resubmit for possible funding.  
c) LTIMP Data Analysis Project – Tim reported that USGS is again proceeding with the second year of this project, even though the Joint Funding Agreement is not signed quite yet.  The agreement is now being reviewed by Lahontan RWQCB and should be signed within the next month.  

d) Meadow monitoring – It was reported that Craig Ehrley, USFS, will monitor floods in headwater areas of Cookhouse, Anton, and Big Meadows areas. City of SL Tahoe will buy level gages (at $750 each and we will keep after project).  

Notes prepared by Tim Rowe, USGS, 4/26/00 and reviewed/revised by Robert Erlich, Lahontan RWQCB 4/27/00

Next LTIMP Subcommittee Meeting:

 WEDNESDAY May 3, 2000 – 

Field Tour: 

9:00am to 9:45 am  - Operation of a USGS stream gage @Upper Truckee River at South Lake Tahoe USGS gage (behind Carrows on left bank downstream of hwy 50) 

Meeting:  

10:00am to 12:00 pm @ City of South Lake Tahoe Council Chambers – 1900 Lake Tahoe Blvd (2 blocks west of the “Y”) South Lake Tahoe, CA
AGENDA

1) Report of the new California Migden Bill (mandatory fines for discharge violations to surface waters) – Robert Erlich, Lahontan RWQCB
2) NDOT Project monitoring program – Amir Soltani, NDOT

3) CALTRANS Storm-Water Monitoring Program – Dick Melim, CALTRANS
4) Sampling Protocol – various

5) Trout Creek Restoration Project Monitoring Manual – Steve Kooyman, City of South Lake Tahoe 

6) Status of TRPA’s Urban runoff/Wetlands efficiency Grant – Rita Whitney

