Water Quality Working Group

Lake Tahoe Interagency Monitoring Program (LTIMP) 

Subcommittee

Meeting Minutes – June 7, 2000

Next LTIMP Meeting: 

WEDNESDAY July 5, 2000 – 

@10:30am to 1:00 pm (NOTE later time)

@ City of South Lake Tahoe Council Chambers –

1900 Lake Tahoe Blvd (2 blocks west of the “Y”) in South Lake Tahoe, CA
In Attendance (15 – 13 affiliations):

Sonya Aguilera, UNR-NDOT                              Troy Alexander, EDOT * 


Kim Carr, CTC *                                                  Vern Finney, USDA-NRCS                           

Sherry Hazelhurst, USFS                                   Alan Heyvaert, UCD-TRG      

Michael Hogan, IEPS                                          Lauri Kemper, Lahontan RWQCB *         

John Kleppe, UNR EE, Fallen Leaf *                  Steve Kooyman, City SLT *                              

Mark Palmer, UCD-TRG, HS Water Lab             Sean Penders, CALTRANS *  

Tim Rowe, USGS *                                              Lars Spurkland, UNR-NDOT   

Rita Whitney, TRPA

* - Attended previous meeting 

1) Further Status Report/Update of the new California Migden Bill – “Clean Water Enforcement and Pollution Prevention Act” (SB709) – Lauri Kemper, Lahontan RWQCB
    An update was provided on many of the outstanding questions regarding the new Migden law.  Caltrans permit is subject to fines and was recently been fined for effluent violations at Trout Creek.  The fine was $3,000 X 5 = $15,000 and was for 2 samples and three constituents (1 Fe, 2 TN, and 2 TP).  Turbidity was not included as turbidity is not listed in the Group 1 listing.  Lahontan collected samples as they were responding to citizen complaints during a recent storm event.  Apparently the filter pads in a Drop Inlet were clogged and were then the DI was in the by-pass mode.  

    The Lahontan Board will be discussing this in their upcoming July meeting (to be held July 13 and 14 in Tahoe City).  Caltrans will request a similar permit as the municipalities have, which allows until 2008 to be meet standard. Note standards do have to be met where treatment areas exist or have been installed. 

Any one can collect the samples, as long as sampling protocols are followed. Also, any lab can analyze the samples as long as they as using approved lab methods and protocols.  The fines occur when the discharge point is to ‘waters of the state’ like a wetland meadow.  Fines can be levied from data in reports.  With combined/commingled flows – the ownership is the outflow pipe.  Caltrans has already eliminated tie-ins to their pipes, as they do not have to receive other runoff.  
     Lahontan is targeting construction sites to sample and fine.  Given many of the existing BMPs do not work in keeping effluent rates below the standard, pre-project, during and post-project samples are needed. There is a need to monitor effluents at mid-pipe points.  In addition, multiple BMPs on one site are often necessary to stay in compliance.  
     If agencies attempt to avoid fines by not monitoring, Lahontan can require monitoring under the law or Lahontan can collect samples themselves.  Then they will fine if samples are not in compliance.  It is possible that if a good faith effort is shown in using BMPs then fines may not be given There needs to be a way to amend this Bill or it could kill/reduce research and monitoring in the Basin. 

     Although the Migden Bill only applies to the California side of the Basin, there are concerns TRPA will adopt the standards (or possibly even more stringent standards).  This assumption was made based on the fact that in the past TRPA has adopted State standards.  However, TRPA won't be able to apply mandatory fines given they must go through court procedures to issue fines.

     The Migden Bill summary incited a discussion on the impacts fines could have on agencies willingness to conduct quality monitoring and distribute results.  It was suggested that we would be better off trying to create incentives for water quality improvements to counteract the future fines, like giving credits like done with air quality.  Furthermore, a baseline understanding of existing effluent levels is needed for the entire basin.  To develop this it is necessary to have total maximum daily loads (TMDL) analysis for all 63 tributaries to the Lake.  The findings from the on-going Lake Tahoe Clarity Model being developed by TRG will assist with this baseline information.  A Basin wide water quality analysis would assist in driving monitoring accuracy, as well as attract money to increase funding for monitoring and purchase improved equipment and instruments.  Many of the meeting attendees participated in this discussion.

2) Status of Highway Storm-Water Runoff Monitoring Protocols – UCD-TRG, USGS, DRI

    Alan Heyvaert, Tim Rowe and Roger Jacobson are still waiting for comments from NDOT on the proposed protocols, which were presented to them on May 3rd.  Provide any comments on protocols to Tim Rowe within the next two weeks. Note UNR is now sampling for NDOT with 2 interns.  Construction on the Hwy 28 project has already begun.  

Note: A special LTIMP Subcommittee meeting was scheduled for June 26 at TRPA to discuss this further.

3) Status of TRPA’s Urban runoff/Wetlands efficiency Grants - Rita Whitney, TRPA   

    TRPA has received two grants to develop storm-water monitoring protocols and tie together with existing Caltrans and NDOT projects.  One grant is from US EPA, for $250,000 on the CA-side - “Evaluation of wetland Removal Efficiency in Treating Urban Storm-water” on Trout/Angora Creeks.  The second from Nevada State Lands License Plate funds, for $100,000 on the NV-side – “Maximizing Wetland Restoration Project Benefits” on Third/Rosewood Creeks in Incline Village.

     Note coordinate a project team, discuss project design and identify sample sites for these two grants. Get any comments on grants to Rita.  
4) Status of Trout Creek Restoration Project Monitoring Manual -- Steve Kooyman, CSLT

Monitoring Manual is still under construction. The City has developed a map showing the discharge from urban areas to Trout Creek.  . Baseline information is being collected this year, while next year more water quality information will be collected.
5) Other Discussions:

a) The idea of regional monitoring through citizen volunteers was mentioned.  Including citizen monitoring on a volunteer-basis in the contract was suggested.  Dominick Pravero's name was mentioned as someone who has done this in the Basin. 

b) USFS has $950,000 available for restoration projects.  The projects need to be listed EIP Projects and a 50 - 50 match is required.  Monies can be used to plan, construct, implement, monitor and conduct other related tasks.  Proposals are requested to be in by July 15, 2000, and grants are scheduled to be awarded by August 30, 2000.  Will get USFS letter out to all on LTIMP mailing list.

c) Lauri Kemper, Lahontan -- Provide more comments on the Science Advisory Group (SAG) "Draft Monitoring Research and Data Synthesis Requirements for the Management of Lake Tahoe".  Many comments were already received, but there is now more time to comment.  Need to send email to Trish York - TRPA (tyork@trpa.org) by the end of the week.  The next step is to tie each task to key management questions.  The EIP Implementation Team (I-Team) will be providing comments on the document in early July.  Land managers and regulatory persons are meeting on July 7 to prioritize the tasks listed in the document.  In addition, other decisions/tasks need to be made such as -- who does what, which tasks are funded (providing a justification for funding specific tasks), a rationale for key management questions, and other related tasks.  This work is scheduled to be completed by the end of July (to conform with the California budget cycle).
Notes by Kim Carr, CTC, 6/27/00 and reviewed by Tim Rowe, USGS 6/29/00

Next LTIMP Subcommittee Meeting:

 WEDNESDAY July 5, 2000 

10:30am to 1:00 pm (note later time)

@ City of South Lake Tahoe Council Chambers – 

1900 Lake Tahoe Blvd (2 blocks west of the “Y”) in South Lake Tahoe, CA
AGENDA

1) Erosion Control and Vegetation Monitoring in the Lake Tahoe Basin – Julie Etra & Joan Reynolds, Western Botanical Services 

2) Vegetation Monitoring with CALTRANS Project – Michael Hogan, IEPS

3) Update of California DWR’s Bulletin 118 – “California’s Groundwater” – Robert Niblack and Robert Swartz, CA DWR

4) Nevada Tahoe License Plate Grant Program – First Round Recipients – Jenny Scanland, NTRT, NV Division of State Lands

