Water Quality Working Group

Lake Tahoe Interagency Monitoring Program (LTIMP) 

Subcommittee

Meeting Minutes – November 1, 2000

Next LTIMP Meeting: 

WEDNESDAY December 6, 2000 

@1:00 pm to 4:00 pm 

@Lahontan water Quality Control 2501 Lake Tahoe Blvd. (530) 542-5400

In Attendance (28 – 20 affiliations):

Rita Whitney, TRPA*                                             Kim Carr, CTC *    

Robert Erlich, Lahontan RWQCB *                       Jerry Dion, TRPA 

Alan Heyvaert, UCD-TRG *                                   Roger Jacobson, DRI

Steve Kooyman, CSLT                                          Lucia Machado, NDEP*

Steve Patterson, EDAW *                                      Sean Penders, Caltrans *                                     
Tim Rowe, USGS *                                                Troy Alexander, EDOT

Mike Brenner, NRCS



         Guy Burge, NTCD

Joan Reynolds, Botanical Conslt.

         Michael Hogan, IERS

Vern Finney, NRCS



         Jennifer Thies, Resource Conslt.

Birgit Widegren, TRPA


         Woody Loftis, NRCS

Rebecca Bond, Placer Co


         Sharon Boswell, Placer Co

Matt Graham, TRPA



         Melanie Greene, USFS

Sherry Hazelhurst, USFS


         Will Harris, Stormwater Mgmt.

Besty Julian, LTCC                                                Jon Paul Kiel, TRPA 

                                          * - Attended previous meeting 

Meeting was called to order and introductions made.  Chair made request for any changes to the current LTIMP mail list, several present asked to be added to the Water Quality Working Group (WQWG) mail list.  

Progress on Monitoring Protocols Guidelines; resolve vegetation monitoring inclusion-- Rita Whitney, TRPA 

A recap of the current status of the monitoring guideline shows several sections yet to be submitted.  Tim R. indicated he had some work submitted on bio monitoring; the section on prioritization and relation to other programs (Real Time Management and EIP) is not quite finished.  The parameters list for sampling could be included in Section 5, which also need a short introductory paragraph.    The section on slope stabilization and revegetation generated much discussion on various levels.  The inclusion of the vegetation monitoring, what should be referenced and how long the section should be were some key points.  The length of all sections was then discussed with the point that the sections which reference larger documents (USGS, CALTRANS) do not require as much detail as those that are less established.  A general guide of 2 pages, normal print per section was agreed upon.  It was decided to include a short section for each vegetation monitoring, with field sheets ect., in the references.    Other action items are as follows, please respond as soon as possible!!



Kim Carr — Sampling Costs and Detention Basins

 

Steve Kooyman — Pre-Construction Characterization



Robert Erlich — Toxic Contamination/Remediation

                  Bruce Warden — Golf Courses/Turf areas

                  Rita Whitney –- Grazing/animal confinement



Matt Graham –Stormwater/Parking lots 
Update on Upper Truckee/Trout monitoring map layer & database -- Steve Patterson, EDAW

      Steve explained the monitoring database progress with some handouts of the access database of sites and a list of parameters.  The data entry of monitoring locations is almost complete for the pilot area of the Truckee/Trout watersheds, with the USGS seepage run locations still to include.  In regard to data inclusion, a minimal entry list should be created to guide what is necessary for the monitoring locations.  There is still no budget or funding for updates and where the database will live was also a question.  In the short term, TRPA has the GIS coverage baseline, and will continue to work with the data as time allows.  The monitoring database subgroup will continue to refine the work and hopefully present to LTIMP at the next meeting.
Site Location at Community College-- Betsy Julian, Lake Tahoe Community College 


      Betsy Julian explained her role as the Geology Department at the community college and is interested in establishing a water quality station near the college. The college has a small budget for purchase of equipment and Betsy has students willing to train and operate a site, and perhaps take samples at additional sites, Rita will look into an EIP project in the area, there are the USGS gages in the area.  Guy Burge explained some of the IVGID effort in volunteer monitoring and Jill Sarick's work with the WasteNot project.

Urban Runoff, Wetlands Efficiency Grant-- Jon Paul Kiel, TRPA

      JP briefed the group on the TRPA grant from EPA and Nevada State Lands License Plate fund.  The grant has been awarded and a subcontractor, Swanson Hydrology, has been selected.   The work plan is being developed and site selection will be coordinated with other on-going projects in the Incline/Third Creek and Upper Truckee/Trout watersheds.  The project will focus on the water quality of urban runoff as it contributes to restored or artificial wetlands.  There is concern that the use of wetlands for removal of nutrients has not been fully explored and removal efficiencies are not well known.  The work plan will be presented to LTIMP at a future meeting.  

Round Robin—Tim Rowe passed out info on several upcoming conferences, a Stormwater and BMP workshop December 8 in Reno by the Nevada Water Resource Association, and the International Erosion Control Annual Conference Feb. 5-9 in Las Vegas.  Lahontan has come through for more funding of the Turbidity Study TRPA is doing through DRI.  There is a Feasibility Study Caltrans will be doing to look at BMPs in the Tahoe Basin.  Will Harris from Stormwater Management would like to do a presentation at a future meeting.

Next LTIMP Subcommittee Meeting:

PLEASE NOTE NEW LOCATION AT LAHONTAN WATER QUALITY CONTROL  2501 LAKE TAHOE BLVD 

(on Hwy 50 west of Sierra Blvd.)
 WEDNESDAY December 6, 2000 

1:00 pm to 4:00 pm 

AGENDA

1. Bioassessment Protocol's—Conference Call

2. Urban Runoff/Wetlands Grant Work plan - JP

3. Monitoring Guidelines Manual- Rita Whitney

4. LTIMP Work Plan and Prioritization

