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LTIMP Minutes 5-2001


Water Quality Working Group

Lake Tahoe Interagency Monitoring Program (LTIMP) 

Subcommittee

Next LTIMP Meeting: 

WEDNESDAY June 6, 2001 

@ 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm  

@ Tahoe Regional Planning Agency

Meeting Minutes – May 2, 2001

In Attendance (22 –13) affiliations):

Rita Whitney, TRPA* 



Kim Carr, CTC *    



Robert Erlich, Lahontan RWQCB * 

Alan Heyvaert, UCD-TRG * 

Mark Palmer, TRG/High Sierra Lab*

Paul Wisheropp, Entrix 



Sean Penders, Caltrans * 


Andrea Buxton TRG*

Jenny Scanland, NTRT


Vern Finney, NRCS*
Russ Wigart, CSLT*



Steve Kooyman, CSLT

Rebecca Bond, Placer County*

Larry Benoit, TRPA

Kevin Hill, TRPA



Scott Hackley, TRG

Troy Alexander, EDOT*


Raph Townsend, TRG
                


Steve Patterson, EDAW


Kip Allander, USGS*

Tim Rowe, USGS



Jane Freeman, EPA

Steve Berris, USGS



Craig Morgan, Avalex
* - Attended previous meeting 

Minutes:  May 2, 2001

USGS LTIMP Data Analysis

Tim Rowe discussed the progress of the USGS Lake Tahoe Interagency Monitoring Program Data Analysis.  Tim has also made similar presentations at other interagency groups.  USGS is completing analysis of 10-20 years of tributary data ending with WY 1998 data at 32 sites on 14 tributaries. A lot of work was required to assemble the data in formats that could be used by the loading calc programs. The data analysis project cost approximately $240,000.

The data analysis involved several steps

· Assemble data

· Run loading calcs  (3 different programs used,  ESTIMATOR, LOADEST2, FLUX)

· Look at yield, flux, etc. and rank

· Trend Analysis

FLUX (flow-only) and ESTIMATOR (multi-parameter) worked best. Tim showed many summary charts, which illustrated some major differences between tributaries. While Upper Truckee River and Incline Creek showed heavy sediment and nutrient loading in the lower, developed parts of the watersheds, a few streams, such as Ward Creek did not appear to have major contributing areas in the lower watershed.  After review, a report will be published which may include a CD with Excel spreadsheets shown in the presentation today.  

USGS Lake Tahoe Monitoring Funding Priorities

From e-mails from Rita Whitney and Kip Allander.  Thanks.

Rita: As a reminder, and for those who were NOT at the May 2 meeting, the

presentation and discussion by Kip Allander on the LTIMP-USGS monitoring

requires some follow-up.  The LTIMP analysis has brought some much needed

discussion on the current monitoring network, and the potential for

adjustment and change.  We need your input, please return the ranking on

what stations and which programs you would like to see in the monitoring

network.  IF you were not at the meeting and do not have a copy, please

contact Kip or myself!!   (kalland@usgs.gov). In particular agencies

involved in the original LTIMP program, such as TRG, Lahontan, USFS, NDEP,

ect.  The contract is still funding jointly by TRPA and the USGS, but it is

only appropriate that feedback from the 'new and improved' LTIMP should take

place. Thanks to all for patience, as Larry has indicted, we will have

a draft  of the Threshold Evaluation hopefully by June 1.
Kip: The overall reason for our request for prioritizing the elements of the

USGS/TRPA monitoring project with the LTIMP group is to prepare the project

for possible dynamic (rapid) change next Fiscal Year. As many folks are

already fully aware, the president has outlined a budget for next year that

presents significant cuts for the USGS. The overall USGS budget is proposed

to be cut by 8% with the Water Resources Discipline (WRD) slated to take

the greatest share of the cut at 21.6%. At this time, these cuts in WRD are

mostly focused at two of our programs, The National Water Quality

Assessment Program (NAWQA) and the Toxics program. The program that the

Tahoe monitoring project operates under is the COOP program which is

actually proposed to have an increase of 2.5% (which is a little less then

an inflationary increase). However, it is uncertain what the repercussions

would be across the entire USGS if the presidents budget is enacted,

because there would be a lot of changes being made at all levels within the

USGS in order to still accomplish our mission while adjusting to the new

budget.

The USGS NV District wants to assure the Tahoe interests that we have a

commitment to the Lake and will maintain it to the best of our ability. The

monitoring program is of great long term interest to the NV District which

is evidenced by the fact that the Lake Tahoe Monitoring Program is the

single largest COOP program for the Nevada District. And, Lake Tahoe

programs receive the greatest portion of the overall COOP money available

as compared to all the other geographical areas within our State (these

include the Las Vegas, Truckee River, Humboldt River, Walker River and

Carson River regions just to name a few of the other high demand areas).

If, through this dynamic budget process, all goes well for the COOP program

and we end up with a slightly less than inflationary increase, the NV

District should be able to commit the same level of funding for the

monitoring program as this fiscal year ($300,000). However, this still

would not be enough to maintain the current project unchanged due to

inflationary costs of operation (increases in: gage cost, supplies,

salaries, lab cost, vehicle costs, etc.).

So it seems inevitable, without some additional funding, some changes will

have to occur with the monitoring program to bring costs down to the level

of funding available. Everyone and all agencies that are involved with the

preservation of Lake Tahoe have some interest in the monitoring program

that presently exists, and therefore may have interest in changes that

might occur. It wouldn't be right for the USGS and TRPA to make changes to

the program without input from all those that could be affected.

It is intended to compile everyone's priority list into one single list

that summarizes the whole, and to use that list to make decisions on

program changes in the near future in order to operate the program at the

level of funding available.

I have attached the instruction sheet on how and what to do with the

priority list. I think that it would be a good idea to redesign the

monitoring program to be most effective after Tim's loading and trend

analysis report comes out, which is scheduled for the end of this fiscal

year (Sept 30, 2001).

Note: Kip has only received responses from six of us as of 5/16/01.  The Instructions and Priority list are attached.  Please fill them out. 

Round Robin:

Jenny Scanland provided copies of our nearly-complete Water Quality Monitoring Protocols and Sampling Guidelines, asking for LTIMP to review, and for those responsible for missing sections to complete them by the end of May.

Steve Kooyman, Russ Wigart (CSLT) provided copies of the Draft Monitoring Plan for the Glorene/8th St Erosion Control Project – in the Gardner Mountain area west of the “Y”.

_____________________________________________________________________

Meeting Minutes – April 4, 2001

Due to Rita’s Threshold Evaluation assignments in April and May, we don’t have minutes yet from the April meeting.  Any volunteers with good minutes from April?

In Attendance (20 –15) affiliations):

Rita Whitney, TRPA* 



Kim Carr, CTC *    



Robert Erlich, Lahontan RWQCB * 

Alan Heyvaert, UCD-TRG * 

Mark Palmer, TRG/High Sierra Lab*

Susan Fregien, ENTRIX 



Sean Penders, Caltrans *                              Emily Husted, TRPA       

Leisa Phillips, TRCD



Vern Finney, NRCS
Russ Wigart, CSLT*



Rebecca Bond, Placer County*

Melanie Greene, USFS


Sherry Hazelhurst, USFS*



Troy Alexander, EDOT*


Jill Wilson, LRWQCB


Dominic Gregorio, SWRCB                
Andrea Buxton TRG

Steve Patterson, EDAW


Kip Allander, USGS
* - Attended previous meeting 

Next LTIMP Subcommittee Meeting:

  WEDNESDAY JUNE 6, 2001 

                             @ 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm

                 @ Tahoe Regional Planning Agency Board Room




355 Dorla Court, Zephyr Cove, NV 

Draft AGENDA 

1:00 pm
Introductions-Minutes-Agenda Review

1:20 pm
Kip Allander-USGS-Tahoe Monitoring Priorities – Follow-up   

2:00 pm
Graham Kent-  Scripps Institute of Oceanography


Preliminary Results- Fault Mapping and LIDAR radar


Mapping Near-shore Lake Tahoe

(please notify Rita or Robert of other items for the agenda or additions or corrections for the minutes)
