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LTIMP Minutes 5-2001


Water Quality Working Group

Lake Tahoe Interagency Monitoring Program (LTIMP) 

Subcommittee

Next LTIMP Meeting: 

WEDNESDAY July 11, 2001 

@ 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm  

@ Tahoe Regional Planning Agency

Meeting Minutes – June 6, 2001

In Attendance (23 –20) affiliations):

Rita Whitney, TRPA* 



Kim Carr, CTC *    



Robert Erlich, Lahontan RWQCB * 

Alan Heyvaert, UCD-TRG * 

Mark Palmer, TRG/High Sierra Lab*

Graham Kent, Scripps Inst.


Sean Penders, Caltrans * 


Ivo Bergsohn, STPUD

Jenny Scanland, NTRT


Vern Finney, NRCS*
Russ Wigart, CSLT*



Stefan Schuster, CDM

Rebecca Bond, Placer County*

Kip Allander, USGS*
Scott Hackley, TRG*



Steve Patterson, EDAW




Tim Rowe, USGS*



Eric Strecker, GeoSyntec

Steve Berris, USGS*



Craig Morgan, Avalex*
Larry Benoit, TRPA*


Ken Adams, DRI

Peter Mangaulla, GeoSytec

Sherry Hazelhurst, USFS

Gorsen Seitz, LLNL

* - Attended previous meeting 

USGS LTIMP Monitoring Program Priority

Kip Allander reviewed the results from the May meetings request for input to the current monitoring network.  He received responses from Placer Co., Caltrans, SLT, TRG, LWRCB, and NRCS.  TRPA had not submitted a ranking as they are the primary funding agency for the program, and will be involved any changes to the program.  This input is the first step to coordination of the larger monitoring picture basin-wide and other efforts to determine what is necessary for research in the next few years.  As stated at the last meeting, the USGS is committed to the Tahoe Program despite serious threats from Congress on the national USGS, Water Resource Division in particular.  


Presentation by Kim Carr and Alan Heyvaert on CTC Monitoring Project

This was an update to an earlier presentation on a pilot study of runoff samples collected at five sites in intervening areas from March 1998 to August 1999.  In this progress report TRG begins an evaluation of CTC stormwater treatment and project effectiveness, focused on the Tahoe City and Ski Run Projects, with some review of the Pioneer III sampling data by El Dorado County. The pilot study results indicate substantially lower concentrations at the background or control sites compared to those in urban areas and highway runoff, which is confirmation to our assumptions on urban runoff.  The differences in total, dissolved, and soluble reactive phosphorus was variable from the sites, and will be the focus of further study, as well as the differences in the type of precipitation event (snowmelt, rain on snow, thunderstorm).

 The Tahoe City Project looked at the loading into a catchment basin and constructed wetlands compared to the outflow to determine how much reduction, (if any) can be attributed to the project.  The encouraging results shows an average reduction of 20% in the concentrations at the outflow.  Snowmelt spikes of high nitrates in March are interesting, and again an 80% reduction at the outflow.  Leo Poppoff's Basin Watch article of May 17 describes more of this these two studies.                                                                                                                                                                                        

Pioneer II data is from automatic samplers and can be a composite of  flow-weighted samples for a total per event sample.  The sampler collects from a rural residential area, which will be retrofitted with erosion control devices this year.  The runoff will then be routed to a wetlands basin, which is also in a pre-project monitoring phase.  The results from this type of sampling shows the value of flow based event sampling, and the importance of the first flush measurements.  The sampling of urban runoff and event type monitoring seems to be well suited to automatic samplers.  

Graham Kent, Scripps Institute of Oceanography on Tsunami's at Lake Tahoe

A very interesting presentation by Graham regarding the potential for earthquakes and sub sequential tsunami's in the Lake.   The recent bathymetry done by the USGS on the lake bottom and the mapping of faults have greatly increased our knowledge of this potential, and the Scripps Inst. employed some new techniques to measure submerged paleo-shorelines.  The lake level marker was then used as a strain mark to evaluate seismic hazard of the region.  Tectonic disruption has resulted in 6-7 meters northward tilt on the eastern shore and 7-14 meters of discordance from east to west.  There was also discussion from Ken Adams from DRI, as his own investigations on shorezone erosion have much interaction here. 

Round Robin

Please provide any topics for general discussion for the next meeting or via email.

_____________________________________________________________________

Next LTIMP Subcommittee Meeting:

  WEDNESDAY JULY 11, 2001 

                             @ 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm

                 @ Tahoe Regional Planning Agency Board Room




308 Dorla Court, Zephyr Cove, NV 

Draft AGENDA 

1:00 pm
Introductions-Minutes-Agenda Review

1:10 pm
Vern Finney-- AGNPS modeling of Cold Creek Watershed - Applicability to Tahoe Prioritizations and a Loading Mechanism to the Lake Clarity Model
2:10 pm
Danny Rakestraw, SAIC--Overview of TIIMS 

3:00 pm
Development of Data Entry Protocols and

LTIMP Database  status

3:45 pm 
Round Robin

4:00 pm
Threshold Evaluation Draft Review Team

