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Water Quality Working Group

Lake Tahoe Interagency Monitoring Program (LTIMP) 

Subcommittee

Next LTIMP Meeting: 

WEDNESDAY March 6, 2002 

@ 9:00 am to 12:00 pm  

@ City Council Chambers

Meeting Minutes – February 6, 2002

In Attendance (21 –17) affiliations):

Rita Whitney, TRPA* 



Stephanie Heller, USFS



Robert Erlich, Lahontan RWQCB * 

Roger Jacobson, DRI 

Steve Patterson, EDAW


Matt Luck, TRG

Andrea Parra, TRG 


            Clayton Chappell, EDOT

Jason Kuchnicki, NDEP*


Raph Townsend, TRG/CSLT*
Tim Rowe, USGS



Kip Allander, USGS*
Jason Howard, AmeriCorp/TRPA*

Dave Roberts, Lahontan, TMDL



Rick Susfalk, DRI*



Mary Elizabeth, Ecologic Eng.

Kim Carr, CTC 



Ken Kerri, CSUS, UCD/Caltrans*

Masoud Kayhanian, UCD/Caltrans
Amardeep Singh, CSUS 

Alan Heyvaert, TRG
*


Scott Hackley, TRG

Mark Palmer, TRG



John Reuter, TRG

Philip Bachand, WWR


Jim Thomas, DRI

Nicole Beck, Swanson Hydrology

Steve Patterson, EDAW

Bob Coats, Hydroihos, TRG

Russ Wiegart, CSLT

Robert Thomas, 




* - Attended previous meeting 
Meeting was called to order, and agenda was reviewed for changes or additions.  Alan Heyvaert was added to discuss some findings of the intervening areas study.  Round Robin was moved first in case we ran out of time on the presentations.

Round Robin

Sue Norman from the USFS would like to set a March 11 date for those interested in the proposal for Chemical Treatment Methods for Urban Runoff, as forwarded to LTIMP a few weeks ago.  Please contact Sue at (530) 573-2662 or snorman@fs.fed.us.  This meeting now scheduled for the 11th, 10 am to 1 pm at Lahontan’s boardroom, message forwarded Feb. 15 to LTIMP.  

Kim Carr from CTC is looking for coordination and funding options among agencies to provide a more cost effective coverage of 5 foot and 1 foot aerial mapping.  The City of South Lake wants to partner with others and save costs for the flight by doing the entire basin.  A follow up email from Kim reports the project will spend this coming year to fully explore options including funding to be able to schedule a flight by June of 2003.  On a related mapping note, TRPA is moving forward with the USGS and possible USGS to obtain ICONOS imagery for a follow up project with Tim Minor from DRI, which will be used for mapping of land coverage, hopefully by this June.  

Bob Coats—Statistical Analysis methods for loading estimates

Bob Coats is working with the TMDL process and has done comparisons of a variety of commonly used methods of regression analysis and modeling for tributary stream data.  His overhead slides will be made available on the TRPA website or FTP site at a later date, there were many interesting graphs and comparisons.  It appears that one method may not be appropriate for all constituents, in particular the dissolved versus particulate fractions.  He also points out the importance of frequency of sampling, for example the LTIMP dataset averages about 30 per year, which gives about a 95 % confidence for total phosphorus. 

Another point made was the establishment of a correlation from turbidity probes to sediment.  Encouraging results from Trout Creek and DRI studies indicate this is a valuable probe to invest in, although interpolation to sites is very difficult.  The issue of the recent LTIMP analysis by Tim Rowe providing much need trends to evaluate the program as a whole was discussed, and agreed this will be an LTIMP task, along with others (TMDL, WQWG?) in the next 6 months.  TRPA would like to restore the LTIMP program to full funding in this next budget year, and is a good time to review the highest priorities and goals of this long-term data collection.  Tim and Kip were asked to bring budget figures and the program as it stands now to follow meetings, this may be tasked to a subgroup.

Bob Thomas—Statistical Approach to Water Quality Measurements

This presentation complimented Bob Coats, also comparing the variety of statistical programs, SALT, time stratified and flow stratified, for examples.  The details were complicated and will also be posted on the web or FTP site.  Again a data set from the Mad River shows good correlation of turbidity to sediment.  Bob also suggested the data program should look at what is the purpose of collection and what statistical tools will be used before the program is established, and used for site establishment.

Alan Heyvaert—Intervening Zones studies

Alan talked about the ongoing work at TRG on the areas contributing to runoff not included in the tributary networks.  These areas often have direct discharge to the lake, and have not been quantified well in the past.  His work on selected CTC projects in the last year has been added by the completion report from a 205j grant through TRPA.  Larry Benoit has been trying to get the entire document into some PDF version, the figures require color to be sufficiently understood.  Alan said Matt luck from TRG is also working on this, hopefully an email to all can be sent in the next month.   Alan stated how important accurate flow measurements are these studies, which could probably use more discussion.  His preliminary data on the comparison of TSS to SSC shows SSC consistently higher than TSS, which could easily be related to the higher TDS in road runoff.  More on these comparisons will be coming.  

Next LTIMP Subcommittee Meeting:

  WEDNESDAY March 6, 2002 

                             @ 9:00 am to 12:30 pm

            
@ South Lake Tahoe City Council Chamber 


   


1900 Lake Tahoe Blvd.

Draft AGENDA 

9:00 am
Introductions-Minutes-Agenda Review

9:15 am
Russ- Upper Truckee River Monitoring Plan

9:45 am
Guideline comments and discussion

10:30 am
USFS Monitoring Plans for CURTEM

11:30 am
TIIMS data entry protocols

12:00 pm      Round Robin- Next Agenda

