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In Attendance (24 –22) affiliations):

Rita Whitney, TRPA* 



Sue Norman, USFS



Robert Erlich, Lahontan RWQCB * 

Dave Zander, CTC

Steve Patterson, EDAW*


Kim Melody, TRCD

Cheryl Lee, AmeriCorp/CTC

            Clayton Chappell, EDOT*

Jason Kuchnicki, NDEP*


Robin Eppard, RCI
Teresa Jones, NDOT



Kip Allander, USGS*
Dave Roberts, Lahontan, TMDL 

Graham Kent, Scripps



Rick Susfalk, DRI*


 
Glenn Moeller, CSUS-OWP

Kim Carr, CTC *



Mike Brisbin, SEM

Mahmood Azad, WRC


Michelle Sweeny, NTCD

Alan Heyvaert, TRG
*


Peter Kraatz, Placer Co

Russ Wigart, City SLT*


Craig Morgan, Avalex


* - Attended previous meeting 
The meeting was called to order, introductions were made, and the agenda was reviewed.  Several minor additions were made to the agenda.  Rita as chairperson brought up the issue of meeting ground rules and whether the group felt it was necessary to formalize meeting procedures.  In clarification such rules like no speaking at once, side conversations, and if there should be a midmorning break.  All felt there was no need for the rules to be posted or discussed, the group has not seen a problem with meeting format, a break halfway through would be appreciated.

Graham Kent, Scripps—Graham has presented some of his work on the geologic and seismic history of Tahoe, and came to inform us of some core drilling they will be doing in August.  It seems a hydraulic high tech rotary type will be sent to the Arctic by way of Reno this summer and he managed to get a few days to do some core drilling offshore near the Upper Truckee Delta outlet.  This should give some very excellent sediment history, as the cores will be on the order of 25 meters.  Previous cores in Tahoe have been around 3 meters.  TRPA and Lahontan will coordinate on the permits, Graham was concerned the public might view the rig as oil drilling in Lake Tahoe.

Nevada Bond Act Proposals—Michelle Sweeny filled in for Jason Drew on the recent review of Bond Act projects by the TAC.  Several of the TAC members present also commented.  The 6 proposals requesting funding were all approved, all with conditions and/or design requirements. See Jason or a TAC member for details on the projects.  Only Rosewood Creek is even close to a 50% design phase, and the county is not looking at construction until next year.  The group will be looking at the monitoring components of these projects, and how to gain the most information from them.  Projects approved include, (with a very brief statement of the TAC concerns):


Cave Rock-- for cost overruns due to difficult and steep rock retaining walls, a continuation of the vegetation monitoring and adaptive management, and to finish two sections that were dropped from original work scope.  TAC recommended no additional request for funding on this project. 


Rosewood Creek-- There was concern for heavy equipment use in the SEZ and if that was necessary, the original scope included all handwork.  The road drainage from Incline Way and Lakeshore Drive onto the project was also an issue, and how best to deal with this.  This project has a TAC that is meeting regularly to address these concerns; the 90% meeting is scheduled for June. 


Fairway and Village—Includes significant roadside work from Village North to the top of the golf course, connecting to last years Village project. There are several treatment parcels available (USFS), project is in the early design phase.


Mill Creek—A very small repair of an eroding Hwy. 28 culvert is proposed, there was and has been discussion on what was the scope of the original EIP project, and what else is needed for treatment in this area.  The TAC recommended funding with further EIP scoping needed.


Lakeridge—This is a project using the new Bond Act amendment, which allows homeowners, and GID’s to receive state funding for erosion control projects.  Prior to a recent State revision, only local jurisdictions could receive funding.  The project has very steep slopes with little treatment potential except for a forest service lot below the highway.  The TAC had several recommendations.


Lake Village—Again a homeowners association looking to upgrade some older BMP’s and curb and gutter.  The TAC’s strongest recommendation was against funding was listed on the plans as “groomed vegetation”.  It was made clear no lawn would be planted using state funds; the native vegetation proposed is fine. The TAC recognizes the need to encourage homeowner’s ass, to apply for grants to erosion control, at the same time stressing the monies are for water quality improvements not aesthetically pleasing landscaping.

CTC Erosion Control Funding— Kim Carr gave a review of the projects CTC is funding this year, which includes Park Avenue, Pioneer Trial III, Cascade, Timberland, Nyle, and the Kings Beach Beaver and Fern St. Rocky Point project has run into Tahoe Yellow Cress problems and is unlikely to go this year.  There was additional discussion on the chemical treatment pilot for Park Avenue and Russ explained the constraints the city has, primarily staffing.  The forest service and the city will meet on this, the money for the project needs to be allocated to a jurisdiction by August, and a specific site does not have to be identified at that time.   

USFS CURTEM Projects—Sue Norman gave the progress report on last years funded projects, all the projects have the monitoring equipment installed with the exception of the Stateline storm water, which had delays getting the contract established.  Most projects should be able to get this year’s spring runoff and all should be ready for summer activity. The NDOT Hwy 28 BMP monitoring and Roundhill BMP monitoring not see enough runoff to sample as of April 3, and may not see any spring runoff this year.  Groundwater wells have been installed at Tahoe City wetlands and Angora Project.  The Storm filter unit at Ski Run installed by the city last years has very disturbing preliminary results.  It seems the unit has some serious initial flushing problems for the first few events, so the first three events last winter saw 2-3 times higher concentrations at the outlet.  Caltrans reports the manufacturer recommends a 3x rinse before use, something they did not disclose upon the purchase. 

Monitoring and Research Plan- Sue Norman, program manager of the Forest Service Erosion Control Grants Program, was asked to attend a recent Basin Executives Meeting to discuss her program.  During this meeting a couple of the executives expressed concern that the degree of federal funding under the USFS program allocated towards monitoring in the last two years may extend beyond the intent of the congressional bill, as the main intent for these funds is for implementation of projects.  Sue has been funding primarily project implementation in past years but in the last two years has allocated a large percentage towards adaptive management project monitoring, with an emphasis on new technologies.  They also expressed their belief that there is a need to develop a formal research and monitoring Plan, and that this plan could then lead to the development of a stratigic plan for funding and implementation of monitoring projects.  The expressed the thought that LTIMP and/or SAG should be developing this plan.  A discussion on the role of LTIMP in relation to the SAG and the TMDL process resulted in a request to be forwarded to the SAG at the upcoming meeting on Friday.  The SAG is asked to review the research and monitoring plan that was drafted to tie current monitoring efforts to key management questions, and continue the development of a more formal/final Research and Monitoring Plan that would be available to a wide range of Basin partners, and could be used to generate funding for the identification of needed R&M projects.  The TMDL budget proposal did much of the base work of documenting existing efforts with the inventory recently complied by Bob Larson, which is can be used to identify current projects and data gaps. 

Sue also gave an update on the current effort to allocate some of these years USFS Erosion Control Grant funding towards a pilot project utilizing and monitoring the effectiveness of Chemical Treatment Methods for treatment of urban runoff.   There was only one proposal submitted by the RFP deadline, but a suitable project site for this Pilot has yet to be identified. Although the Park Avenue Basins have been identified as a likely candidate, there are numerous barriers that would need to be overcome first.  Sue will be continuing to try to develop an appropriate scope for this project, and will keep LTIMP informed of her progress.

Round Robin—Russ from the City gave a handout on the Upper Truckee River, Bridge-to-Bridge project, status and future plans.  Robert from Lahontan would like to have LTIMP review his revision of the Heavenly permit at the next meeting.  The group would also like to see the EIP prioritization of projects the WQWG has completed.  The guidelines manual will be looked at by Cheryl Lee, CTC’s AmeriCorp member, for a comprehensive last look, before final PDF to the TRPA website.      
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Draft AGENDA 

9:00 am
Introductions-Minutes-Agenda Review

9:15 am
TIIMS Update on pilot progress—Tricia Tork

10:15 am
WQWG EIP Prioritization--  Robert Erlich

10:45 am
Heavenly permit revision—Lah/USFS 

11:15 am
Round Robin/Research Symposium agenda

11:30 am
Next Agenda

