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Topic List:
1. LTIMP feedback, input to new Chair – Catherine Schoen
2. Overview of LTIMP Stream Monitoring Program – Nancy Alvarez, USGS 
3. LTIMP Stream Monitoring Station Ranking and LTIMP Input on program reductions to remain within budget – Nancy Alvarez, USGS

Topic Summaries:
LTIMP feedback, input to new Chair – Catherine Schoen

Catherine followed up on Chad’s suggestion to get feedback on his chairmanship of LTIMP during his absence.  All feed back was positive.  LTIMP members complemented his presentation selections and monthly meeting summaries.  Catherine also took advantage of the opportunity to get input from the LTIMP members present on emails, meeting location, and LTIMP work plan subcommittees.  LTIMP Emails will be coded in subject line as to contents (i.e. agenda, meeting summary, announcements).  TRPA meeting room reservation difficulties may result in relocating monthly meeting to USFS Supervisor’s Office in future, please provide input to Catherine on this possible change.  There was also brief discussion on the keeping the ball rolling on LTIMP Work plan items.  Steve Patterson will be contacting those folks who expressed interest in the Water Quality Monitoring Project Mapping within the month.  Alan Heyvaert informed us that TERC has a collaborative contract with DRI for the Storm Water monitoring protocol update, and that he will be contacting subcommittee members.  Jay Aldean pushed for moving on the LTIMP charter with the Tahoe Science Consortium.
Overview of LTIMP Stream Monitoring Program – Nancy Alvarez, USGS 

Nancy presented an overview of the LTIMP Stream Monitoring Program that has been producing stream flow and nutrient and suspended sediment concentrations data for tributaries to Lake Tahoe since 1988 as a result of collaboration between USGS, TRPA and TRG (now TERC).  Due to continuing inflation, the program’s annual funding rate since 1996 of $600,000 is $50,000 short of cost to maintain the current program.  The current program monitors 10 Lake Tahoe tributaries that represent 47% of Tahoe Basin watershed area and a variety of watersheds (greatest development impacted watersheds to least impacted reference watersheds) with 19 stations that consists of 10 primary stations at or near the mouths of tributaries (average 30 samples a year per station), 8 secondary stations at mid and above development impact locations (average 25 samples per year), and one miscellaneous site at outlet of Lake Tahoe (4 samples per year).  There are 17 gauging stations of which 13 are real-time.  Stations are monitored on a regular monthly basis and augmented with storm and runoff (snow-melt) event monitoring.  Dr, Bob Coates has confirmed that a minimum of 30 samples is needed for statistical robustness, but higher water years are better represented with more monitoring. The response in the past has been to reduce the program with cuts to ground water monitoring (totally eliminated in 2004) and reducing the number of primary, secondary, and miscellaneous monitoring stations to the current program that is considered to be “barebones”.  The value of the program is that compared to previous baseline monitoring, it provides quality assured, consistent and comparable data that is available to the public.  The success of the program’s objective to provide long-term data on Lake Tahoe tributary water quality has been confirmed by Lake Tahoe TMDL modelers that characterize the data as “good as gold”.   The LTIMP Stream Monitoring data is available in annual data books, and online at http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis.
LTIMP Stream Monitoring Station Ranking and LTIMP Input on program reductions to remain within budget – Nancy Alvarez, USGS

The second part of the meeting was used to gather input from the LTIMP members present on how to address the funding short fall by either additional cuts to the program or pursuing additional funding.  It was suggested that any monitoring reductions be proposed as temporary suspensions or on a rotational basis since the current program will loose value if reduced on a permanent basis.  Since the TMDL monitoring relied very heavily on the primary monitoring sites, it was agreed that none of these should be cut.  Some of the suggestions for cost savings on secondary sites included eliminating flow monitoring on Eagle Rock Creek (Station 16), and eliminating the upper most Trout Creek station (# 17).  Another suggestion was that USGS may need to drop some stations so that other agencies might adopt them; the specific example was that the USFS might have Burn Area Recovery funds from the Gondola Fire it could put toward monitoring the Eagle Rock Station.  It was also suggested that other agencies, California Tahoe Conservancy and USFS, could contribute funds for monitoring at specific stations (Upper Truckee River stations 14 and 18) related to up coming erosion control projects in Christmas Valley.  Most agreed that additional funding should be sought from Tahoe Basin agencies that utilize the monitoring data before making more cuts, and that the issue should be brought up at the Nov. 4, 2005 Tahoe Interagency Executive (TIE) meeting.  This discussion ended with a final request from Nancy to the LTIMP members present to complete and submit the ranking exercise by Nov. 17, 2005.  Nancy can be contacted at (775) 887-7644, or emailed at nalvarez@usgs.gov.
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The next meeting will take place in the TRPA conference rooms on Wednesday December 7, 2005 at 9 AM.  Meetings are normally held on the first Wednesday morning of every month.








Inconspicuous nutrient laden surface runoff from mature forest Sierran Watersheds – Leaching Experiments  


Cave Rock Revegetation Monitoring Program- Improving Sediment Source Control Projects in the Lake Tahoe Basin   





*subject to change – Please send agenda suggestions to � HYPERLINK "mailto:cschoen@fs.fed.us" �cschoen@fs.fed.us��
�
  



































Key Announcements:


NDOT Partnering Workshop for Phase III of Lake Tahoe EIP Master Plan to be held on Nov. 18 at Genoa Lakes (for  directions go to:  http://www.genoalakes.com/stay_play/getting_here.cfm) starting at 8:30 AM





The Pathway 2007 Water Quality and Soils Core Groups presentations to Forum during Nov. 17 meeting from 9 AM to 4:30 PM at the Lake Tahoe Community College (South Lake Tahoe). 
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