

Minutes from the
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UPPER TRUCKEE RIVER FOCUSED WATERSHED GROUP

(UTRFWG)
January 6, 2000 Meeting

NEXT MEETING:  March 2, 2000, 9:00 at Lahontan 

In Attendance:

Emily Husted
TRPA

Dale Payne
Lahontan

Larry Benoit
TRPA

Kip Allander
USGS

Tim Hagen
TRPA

Robert Erlich
Lahontan

Brian Wilkinson
CTC

Gayle Dana
DRI

Joe Pepi
TRPA

Shirley Taylor
Public/Ceilo Ranch

Lauri Kemper
Lahontan

Michael Katzel
Entrix

Tim Rowe
USGS

Steve Patterson
EDAW

Jay Kehne
NRCS

Gary Palhegyi
URS Woodward-Clyde

Items addressed at this meeting included:

1. A brief discussion regarding the use of acronyms and technical jargon occurred.  At our meetings we need to be sure to describe projects and explain acronyms when they are first used with the group.  UTRFWG members are often unable to keep up with discussions if they are not familiar with terms or expressions.

2. The mission and goals of the UTRFWG were discussed.  Since the establishment of the UTRFWG, the original, broader scope and purpose has shifted to focus on the Army Corps Feasibility Study.  While this has been a good use of time, the Army Corps have not yet approved the Federal Cost Share Agreement that will be the key to funding a good portion of Army Corps projects in the Upper Truckee River watershed.  This agreement should be approved and signed in the near future.  In the interim, the UTRFWG is interested in regrouping and determining the current and future focus of the group.  We will continue to devote time to this issue at future meetings.  

3. Emily Husted of TRPA gave a brief presentation on working groups within the Lake Tahoe Basin.  She gave suggestions for a more focused and efficient UTRFWG—such as building on previous efforts, without reinventing the wheel:  other groups and agencies have knowledge that the UTRFWG can tap into without starting from ground zero.  Hopefully we can use Emily’s suggestions in upcoming meetings regarding the mission and goals of the UTRFWG.

4. Larry Benoit of TRPA discussed the categories of land use that fall within the Upper Truckee River watershed.  Larry’s categories may assist in determining the focus of the Army Corps projects that will occur within the Upper Truckee River watershed.  Included were lands with private ownership in low gradient SEZ areas, public right-of-way and storm water runoff treatment areas, meadow/marsh/SEZ areas, and upland areas.  Larry can be contacted for an outline and more information at (775) 588-4547.  

5. Jay Kehne of NRCS discussed issues regarding stream bank erosion and cattle grazing in Barton Meadows.  While fencing was installed in 1998 that restricted cattle access to the banks of what had been the dominant channel, most of the flow now moves through a channel further to the west.  Because this was historically an overflow channel it had not carried much water during the grazing season, and it was not protected by fencing.  It is possible that either a beaver dam or a combination of beaver dam and a South Tahoe Public Utility District stream stabilization project in 1998 (both occurring after fencing was installed) has contributed to the flow being directed into what was normally the overflow channel.  The increased flow in this channel combined with cattle access along the stream banks has contributed to stream bank erosion, and stream bank stabilization needs to occur.  The question arose whether the City of South Lake Tahoe/Army Corps “Bridge to Bridge” project will treat this reach of the Upper Truckee River.  Additional information is required to fully answer questions and pursue options to protect this reach of the Upper Truckee River and Barton Meadows.  

6. Gary Palhegyi of URS Woodward-Clyde expressed interest in having a URS colleague give a presentation on working with stakeholder groups, which may tie in with the UTRFWGs’, other working groups’ and local agencies’ interests and goals.  We may want to take Gary up on his offer and invite others from different groups and agencies to attend a presentation in the near future.

The next Upper Truckee River Watershed Group meeting is scheduled for March 2, 2000, 9:00 AM in the Lahontan conference room.  
Tentative Agenda 

· Continue to discuss UTRFWG mission statement and goals (approximately 1 hour)

· Army Corps update on PSP/FCSA (brief announcement)

· Round Robin—Projects-Announcements-Introductions-Suggestions-Ideas-Thoughts (brief)

· Cooperative meeting with LTMP regarding overlap of goals, etc. (2 hours) (This joint meeting will be held to discuss specific ways to increase the value of long-term, project-related monitoring in the Upper Truckee River/Trout Creek watershed.  We want to select monitoring sites, instrumentation, and protocols that will provide useful data.  Please bring maps and aerial photographs illustrating monitoring sites within the watershed.  One goal of this meeting is to decide on monitoring needs and priorities that should be included when additional funding becomes available.)
Action Items

· Bring your ideas for the UTRFWG goals and objectives, and how these might be achieved.  Consider overall objectives, milestones, sub-groups, etc.  We will continue to discuss this issue at future meetings.

· The Lahontan Regional Board library will house Upper Truckee River data and information.  All participants are encouraged to bring any pertinent watershed references to upcoming meetings, or send them to the Lahontan Regional Board Office.  Both hard-copies and reference lists are useful, including internet site addresses.
Other Announcements

· The Lahontan conference room may not be available for every future UTRFWG meeting, and the need to rotate meeting sites may occur.  We might need to schedule meetings at the TRPA, USFS, CSLT, CTC, or other meeting places.  Notification will be made at upcoming meetings if such arrangements are needed. 

· Parking for meetings continues to be difficult at the Lahontan office, especially with over 40 staff.  Please do your best to carpool and/or park in another nearby location when attending meetings at he Lahontan office.  In the winter, alternatives are sparse, however, in the non-snow laden months parking is available on Ponderosa Street behind Lahontan.

If you have any corrections, additions, or comments after reviewing these minutes please call or e-mail Dale Payne at (530) 542-5431 or e-mail at paynd@rb6s.swrcb.ca.gov.  Thanks for your assistance and see you at the next meeting!

