Upper Truckee River Focus Watershed Group

January 9, 2002 Minutes

City of South Lake Tahoe Chambers

1900 Lake Tahoe Blvd., South Lake Tahoe, California

Contact:  Tiffany Hayes – TRCD Watershed Coordinator

(530) 573-2769 email waterquality73@hotmail.com

1. Introductions of those at the meeting and sign in sheet passed around.

Attendees:  Chuck Taylor-CSLT, Jerry Owens-NRCS, Steve Bachman-CTC, Ken Adams-DRI, Mary Fiore Wagner-SWRCB, Mary Lou Mosbacher-Landowner/S.T.P.U.D., Mike Dikun-CSLT Airport, Shirley Taylor-Landowner, Stephanie Wilson-EPA, SteveKooyman-El Dorado County, Tim Oliver-TRCD, Vernon Finney-NRCS, Sue Johnson-USFS, Meredith Manning-USFS, Jim Howard-USFS, Woody Loftis-NRCS, Kim Melody-TRCD, Darrell Stevenson-DFG, Terri Weist-DFG

2. Announcement of the Lahontan Board meeting in the SLT City Chambers at 7pm, January 9.   At the meeting recommendations for updates to the Clean Water Act 303(d) List for impaired surface water bodies were proposed (as mentioned in the Daily Tribune’s newspaper article on December 10, 2001 “Two Tahoe waterways may get polluted status”).  At total of 45 additional water bodies were proposed and 29 to be deleted.  Included on the list is the addition of the Upper Truckee River above Christmas Valley for iron, phosphorus, and fecal coliform bacteria standard violation, and Big Meadow Creek and Trout Creek below Highway 50 in S. Lake Tahoe for fecal coliform bacteria standard violation.  In addition, the Upper Truckee River was proposed to be on the “watch list” for pesticides and nitrogen, and Lower Echo Lake for nutrients, and Upper Echo Lake for nitrogen, Grass lake wetlands for road salt, and Sawmill pond for sediment, all water bodies found within the Upper Truckee Watershed.  Mary Fiore-Wagner and Sue Thompson spoke on the topic and the procedures of the board for recommendations.

3. The 1.6 Million Grant Proposal (The Upper Truckee River Projects Proposal) will be revised this month.  The U.S. Bureau of Reclamation reviewed the grant proposal and liked the Angora Creek SEZ proposal.  The USBR did not approve the Material Plant Database proposal (they felt other funding was available and more appropriate), they wanted the BMP program enhanced, written deliverables for the Watershed Coordinator position, and an Environmental Assessment (EA) of the Upper Reach not just a Geomorphology Study.  

Tim Oliver explained the Upper Truckee River Reclamation Project (EA) grant proposal.  Written approval is waiting to be received.  Two RFPs have been reviewed for the socio-
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economic, recreation, visual and air quality section of the EA, and contractors have been chosen for all sections.  The EA team for the UTRRP is as follows:

· Geomorphology & Engineering (Aquatic/Fisheries Resources)-Mitch Swanson

· Grazing and Wetlands Resources-NRCS

· Vegetation Resources/Editing/Formatting-Leisa Phillips

· Wildlife Resources-Sue Fox

· Cultural and Historic-Susan Lindstrom

· Socio-econ, visual, air quality, recreation-Camp, Dresser & McKee

· Administration-TRCD staff & Consultant

4. Bibliography keywords are found under the major topic in the bibliography database.  The words will be used on the internet site as links to allow quick access to the  researcher.

5. Beaver Management update.  

· A meeting will be held with Tahoe Basin agencies and landowners to decide on a plan for beaver management.  

· Volunteers will be used to wrap trees on landowner’s property.  

· The Watershed Coordinator will be including a beaver management-monitoring plan, the preliminary steps to implementation, in the revised Upper Truckee River Projects Proposal.  

· It was requested by landowners to have depredation permit procedures posted to the website.

· The article “Chew on this” in the Tahoe Daily Tribune Weekend edition, January 4-6, 2002 was mentioned for members to review in regards to the beaver issue.

6. Other Topics

· Chuck Taylor discussed the CSLT LIDAR project.  RFPs were sent out and 3 interested proposals have been received.

· Mary Fiore-Wagner discussed the need for LTIMP to have a bioassessment component that is a comparable method.  Steve Bachman mentioned that CTC will be using a new method and CTC can supply a copy to interested parties.

· Shirley Taylor questioned the study done in September of 1999 by Lahontan.  Mary Fiore-Wagner stated the study was completed two months ago and she will follow up on the findings.

· Citizen Water Quality Monitoring for the 2nd Annual Snapshot Day was announced.  Findings from the 1st Annual Snapshot Day have been published and can be obtained from Lahontan and Lake Tahoe Environmental Education Coalition (LTEEC).  If you would like to participate please contact the TRCD Watershed Coordinator or LTEEC.  The following meetings will be held:

February 1, 2002 Planning, UNR Extension Office, Incline Village

April 23, 2002 Team Leader Training, Lake Tahoe Community College

April 25, 2002 Team Leader Training, Sierra Nevada College

April 27, 2002 Habitat Assessment Training, Sierra Nevada College
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May 3, 2002
All-day Calibration


May 4, 2002 Snap-shot Day (2nd Annual)

First week in July Secchi Dip-in

      7.   The next UTRFWG meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, February 20, 2002 at 9:30 a.m. at the South Lake Tahoe City Chambers. 

