UPPER TRUCKEE RIVER FOCUS WATERSHED GROUP

February 20, 2002 Minutes

City of South Lake Tahoe Chambers

1900 Lake Tahoe Blvd., South Lake Tahoe, California

Contact: Kim Melody – TRCD Watershed Coordinator

(530) 573-2769 – email waterquality73@hotmail.com
1. Introductions of those at the meeting and sign in sheet passed around. Introduction to the new Watershed Coordinator, Kim Melody

      Bill Cave – property owner, Chuck Taylor – CSLT, Steve Peck – CSLT, Clayton

      Chappell – El Dorado Co. DOT, Jim Howard – USFS, Tiffany Hayes – TRCD,

      Mary Lou Mosbacher – property owner, Mary Fiore Wagner – LRWQB, Ken 

      Adams – DRI, Rita Whitney – TRPA, Shirley Taylor – property owner, Tim 

      Oliver – TRCD.

2. Tim Oliver reported on the USBR Upper Truckee River Watershed Improvement Projects grant. The grant was originally submitted for 3M. The contents of the 3M grant were accepted by the Bureau, TRPA, and EPA, however, the Bureau indicated that the grant is not to exceed 1.5M. Tim Oliver has modified the grant. It was decided that before a Beaver Management Plan can be developed as an effective tool, more information needs to be gathered regarding their impacts to the environment. Therefore, the Environmental Assessment through the 1.5M grant will develop recommendations that will be incorporated into a management plan. Additional modifications include reducing the Backyard Conservation Program section and the Watershed Coordinator position from 3 years to 1 year. Tim Oliver will be re-submitting the grant with modifications to the USBR, TRPA, and EPA and the outcome will be presented at the next UTRFWG meeting in April.

3. Several members of the group commented on the beaver issue.  Rita Whitney with 

      TRPA reported that Shane Romsos, Fish and Wildlife Program Coordinator for   

      TRPA , was unaware of this push for a Beaver Management Plan. Concerns were   

      voiced by land owners in regards to dealing with the problem now rather than 

      waiting for an EA.  Bill Cave expressed concern on the progression of damage by 

      beavers over time, is it worse now than 20 years ago?  There is still controversy   

      over the scale of adverse impact contributed by the beaver to the environment. 

      Ken Adams with DRI brought up concerns that the beaver are not native and  

      have not evolved in this system,  therefore, the beaver are adversely impacting the 

      watershed. Jim Howard with USFS pointed to the historical and current land use 

      practices that also contribute to the degradation of the Upper Truckee River 

      Watershed, and he emphasized that the beaver are just one component. The EA 

      should quantify the impacts. The consensus from this meeting did seem to 

      recognize that eradication is not feasible and management is the best strategy. 

      Shirley Taylor suggested developing a brochure or fact sheet available for the   

      public with information on this controversial beaver issue.  The Watershed 

      Coordinator will work on this.

4. Tiffany Hayes reported on the UTRFWG website.  Currently there is no software 

            for the website until the USBR grant is approved and in hand. The Watershed 

            Coordinator will be moving the information on the current website location to the 

           TRCD website. The UTRFWG will be informed when this happens.

5. The next meeting for the UTRFWG is scheduled for Wednesday April 17, 2002 

      from 10-11:30 at the City of South Lake Tahoe Chambers. 

