

Minutes from thePRIVATE 

UPPER TRUCKEE RIVER FOCUSED WATERSHED GROUP
August 31, 1999 Meeting
NEXT MEETING:  September 30, 1999, 9:00 at the Lahontan offices

In Attendance:

Rita Whitney
TRPA

Jon Paul Kiel
TRPA

Larry Benoit
TRPA

Shirley Taylor
Public

Troy Alexander
El Dorado County DOT

Chris Adair
Lahontan

Tim Rowe
USGS

Dale Payne
Lahontan

Stephanie Wilson
USEPA

Jay Kehne
NRCS

Cindy Walck
CA State Parks

Jeff Beer
Trout Unlimited

Michael Hogan
IERS/UCD

Robert Erlich
CTC

Sally Champion
USFS

Alicia Kirshner
USACOE

Steve Kooyman
CSLT

Joe Pepi
TRPA

Mary Lou Mosbacher
STPUD/Public




The items addressed at this meeting included:

1. Watershed steward changes

Chris Adair has accepted a position at the Regional Board in San Luis Obispo.  This was his last meeting.  Dale Payne, Environmental Specialist with the Lahontan Regional Board, has been appointed as the Upper Truckee River watershed steward.  The next meeting will devote 30 minutes to discussion of the transition with a new watershed steward.

2. Project Study Plan (PSP) budget and tasks

The Project Study Plan (PSP) budget and tasks were discussed.  The budget revealed that additional funding is required ($200K) if the scope of tasks is to remain the same.  Implementing a “phased” approach to the PSP was suggested.  Separation or partitioning of tasks may be possible to cut costs or delay costs, but the PSP cannot be piecemealed, or it may not go to fruition.  Further discussion is warranted, due to a number of changes in scope and classification/organization of tasks.  Some data collection was suggested as unnecessary for initial planning stages of the PSP.  It was agreed that data collection that is conducted should occur initially, followed by review of the budget to determine how well goals are being met.  Relevant data collection would help determine where projects are needed, and whether additional data are required.  For example, additional data collection within upland/terrestrial habitat in addition to aquatic habitat may be useful to ensure the success of proposed projects.  Revision of the budget, scope of tasks, and potential in-kind funding will occur and be discussed at the next meeting. 

3. Public Involvement Plan 

Public participation with the PSP through a public involvement plan was discussed, and it was determined that a separate meeting would be appropriate for this item.

4. Funding Sources/Data Collection 

Larry Benoit of TRPA has submitted a pre-proposal for an EPA wetland grant and will be discussing it with the group in upcoming meetings.

Jay Kehne of NRCS may have a grant to address cattle grazing issues (?) and will be discussing it with the group in upcoming meetings.

Data for bioassessment of the Upper Truckee River has been collected by Dave Herbst of SNARL. Funding is expected to continue through 1999.  There are no clear funding sources for continued data collection and assessment for the year 2000.  

The next Upper Truckee River Watershed Group meeting is scheduled for September 30, 1999, 9:00 am in the Lahontan conference room. 
The next scheduled meeting for the Tahoe Citizens Environmental Action Network will be September 30 at 1:30 pm in the Lahontan conference room.  Everyone is invited to attend.
Tentative agenda 

· Updates:

Where are we at, where are we headed? Bring everyone up to speed.

Transition with new watershed steward. 

Mailing list and contact numbers.
· Discuss budget, scope, and funding changes.

Action Items

Bring any pertinent references to the next or upcoming meetings—we hope to build our library for the Upper Truckee River and house information at the Lahontan office.  

Please review these minutes.  Call or e-mail Dale Payne at (530) 542-5431 at paynd@rb6s.swrcb.ca.gov with any corrections, additions, or comments.  Thanks for your assistance and see you at the next meeting.

