

Minutes from thePRIVATE 

UPPER TRUCKEE RIVER FOCUSED WATERSHED GROUP
September 30, 1999 Meeting
NEXT MEETING:  November 8, 1999, 9:00 at the Lahontan offices

In Attendance:

Rita Whitney
TRPA

Jon Paul Kiel
TRPA

Larry Benoit
TRPA

Shirley Taylor
Public

Troy Alexander
El Dorado County DOT

Rich Kentz 
League to Save Lake Tahoe

Tim Rowe
USGS

Dale Payne
Lahontan

Stephanie Wilson
USEPA

Jay Kehne
NRCS

Michael Hogan
IERS/UCD

Jeff Beer
Trout Unlimited

Sally Champion
USFS

Robert Erlich
CTC

Steve Kooyman
CSLT

Alicia Kirshner
USACOE

Mary Lou Mosbacher
STPUD/Public

Bill Cave
Public







The items addressed at this meeting included:

1. Recap of Group

A general overview of the group’s history and mission was given.  Subcommittees were explained, although not active at this time.  

2. Public Involvement

The group discussed involvement of private property owners in the Watershed Management Planning process, specifically those along the Upper Truckee River in Lake/Christmas Valley. To incorporate alternative projects into the Management Plan, input and comment from the private sector in addition to input from participating agencies and organizations will be essential.  To address the issue of private property owner involvement and to understand their perspective, a field trip was conducted on October 13, 1999, in Lake/Christmas Valley at the Taylor and Mosbacher properties.  Debris jams and other features with erosion potential were observed.  Consideration of these issues (including Beaver populations) and continued discussion on how to involve property owners in planning and proposed projects will be conducted at upcoming meetings.  

3. Project Study Plan (PSP) budget and tasks

The Watershed Management Plan Chronology of Tasks was updated and copies were distributed to the group.  Any comments should be directed ASAP to Alecia Kirchner.  The PSP should be completed and will hopefully be signed by the next meeting date (Nov. 8, 1999) or before the end of the calendar year.  

4. FREE Watershed Modeling Available Through NRCS

The Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) has offered their services at no cost to set up and initiate a computer model in a selected watershed within the Tahoe Basin.  The NRCS has capability to send a team of specialists to the Tahoe Basin to set up this modeling scheme.  If the UTRFWG is to take advantage of these services, the group will need to determine what output and models would be helpful for our needs.  The model has numerous components and might be useful for determining what types of projects we might want to implement, the water quality outcomes of a given project, etc.  If you have any suggestions or comments please offer them now.  We can discuss this information at a subsequent meeting before the NRCS specialists arrive in Tahoe (spring 2000).  I encourage you to check out the NRCS website at http://www.sedlab.olemiss.edu. If you don’t have internet capability, please contact Dale for hard-copy information to review.  Your input is essential to implementing these modeling tools in the best way possible for our needs in the Upper Truckee River Watershed.  The modeling will require input from any data sources we find available, which could include data covering water quality, flow, vegetative cover, soil types, and many other potential data sources.  

5. Regularly Scheduled Meeting

The group discussed the need for a regularly scheduled meeting that doesn’t conflict with other group or organizational activities.  Proposed here are two potential meeting times:  bimonthly on Thursdays (opposite of Nevada Ecosystem Advisory Team (NEAT) meetings, or bimonthly on Fridays either the first, second or fourth week of the month, either option starting January 2000.  Consider these alternatives.  We will discuss it at the next meeting.

The next Upper Truckee River Watershed Group meeting is scheduled for November 8, 1999, 9:00 AM in the Lahontan conference room. 
The next scheduled meeting for the Tahoe Citizens Environmental Action Network will be November 8 at 1:30 PM in the Lahontan conference room.  Everyone is invited to attend.
Tentative agenda 

· Set regularly scheduled meeting time—Beginning January 2000

· Army Corps update on PSP—Signed document?

· Army Corps update on 206 project—Bridge to bridge restoration

· Public Involvement—Continued discussion from last meeting and field trip

· Discussion of categorical approach for different areas of Upper Truckee River watershed

· Round Robin—Projects-Announcements-Introductions-Suggestions-Ideas-Thoughts

Action Items

Bring any pertinent watershed references to upcoming meetings—we hope to build our library for the Upper Truckee River and house this information at the Lahontan office.  Hard-copies or reference lists (including internet site addresses) are appreciated.

Please review these minutes.  Call or e-mail Dale Payne at (530) 542-5431 at paynd@rb6s.swrcb.ca.gov with any corrections, additions, or comments.  Thanks for your assistance and see you at the next meeting.

Of worthy note are a few internet sites related to watershed groups and river stewardships (thanks Mike Hogan):

http://www.rivernetwork.org/ 

http://www.riverwatch.org/ and

http://columbia-pacific.interrain.org/compass/mattole.html
