Meeting Minutes

Steering Team, Water Quality Working Group
May 9, 2000
Water Quality Working Group
Mission Statement:  As partners working together to address relevant water quality issues, The Lake Tahoe Water Quality Working Group has been formed to foster coordination, communication, unified direction, and appropriate decision making within and between agencies, and to use limited resources in a cost-effective manner for the purposes of protecting, enhancing, and restoring identified water quality values in the Lake Tahoe Region.

Members Present:

Jon Paul Kiel, TRPA

Sally Champion, LTBMU

Jane Freeman, EPA

Bruce Lee, El Dorado County

Jenny Scanland, NTRT

Jim Lawrence, NTRT

Robert Erlich, LRWQCB

Dave Zander, CTC

Clayton Chappell, El Dorado County

Tim Rowe, USGS

Brad Vidro, CSLT

John Tracy, DRI

Minutes

Discussion items which did not result in an Action Item follow:

Bruce Lee stated that there needed to be a local tie-in to the Water Quality Working Group.  For example, who formally knows about plans to monitor the Pioneer Erosion Control Project?  Since LTIMP has no authority to require monitoring, why should local staff participate?  

Robert Erlich and others responded that the purpose of LTIMP is to coordinate monitoring and provide access to monitoring data.  To help all understand the purpose of LTIMP, TCEAN, UTFWG, and other water quality related groups, it was suggested that we try to get meeting minutes on the USGS Clearing House website (See action below.)

Jon Paul Kiel brought up the concept of conducting a “Water Quality Audit” to insure that TRPA’s Water Quality Program and related program contracts were truly effective.  The team decided that this was not their charge, and that TRPA’s threshold evaluation, the LTIMP Analysis, and the review process of the 208 Update would function as the audit.  Although these review tools would not provide program effectiveness feedback in time to make major budget adjustments this summer (related to contracts, for example), it was agreed that it would not be worth the Steering Team’s time to become involved.

Regarding the EIP Update, the process of including new projects to the EIP was discussed.  With regards to the proposed criteria for inclusion of new projects, it was determined that ALL the criteria must be met.  There was further discussion concerning operations and maintenance issues, and NPDES permitting issues.  

Additional discussion resulted in the following action items:

Action Items From May 9, 2000 Water Quality Working Group Steering Team Meeting

1. Jon Paul Kiel to provide current draft of EIP Criteria for new projects and prioritization to the Steering Team for further review.

2. All Steering Team members to get written comments on the above criteria to Jon Paul Kiel on or before June 1, 2000.

3. Robert Erlich (Alternate for Lauri Kemper) to contact Steve Goldman to set up an agenda item for the next LTIMP meeting with regards to implementing an Eric Strecker project in the Lake Tahoe Region.

4. Robert Erlich to discuss with the Science Advisory Group (SAG) how to distribute SAG meeting minutes to LTIMP, the Water Quality Working Group, the EIP Integration Team, and other relevant working groups (to facilitate communication between these groups.)

5. All Steering Team members to designate an Alternate Member to represent their agency, and provide email addresses to the Chairperson to facilitate distribution of agendas and other WQWG paraphernalia to Alternates (On or before July 1, 2000.)  

6. Jon Paul Kiel to mail Chairperson Election Ballots to Steering Team members not present or represented by alternates at the meeting.

7. All Steering Team Members to fill out a Chairman Election Ballot and mail to Deborah Cohen at TRPA on or before May 31, 2000.

8. Jon Paul Kiel to prepare a questionnaire for the full Water Quality Working Group designed to get feedback to the Steering Team in regards to making the group more effective in fulfilling its Mission (Prepare and distribute to WQWG with August agenda mailing.) and to begin a dialogue relating to the effectiveness of the Steering Team as a function of size.

9. Jon Paul Kiel to work with Tim Rowe or other USGS representative to get Water Quality Working Group minutes on the USGS Clearinghouse.

10. Jane Freeman to schedule a meeting with TRPA staff to discuss the importance, relevance, and possibility of conducting an audit of TRPA’s Water Quality Program, possibly in the context of a 208 Plan update, and TRPA’s Environmental Threshold Evaluation and Review (Prior to May 18, 2000.) 

Note:  There were no action items as a result of the Water Quality Working Group Meeting which included two program related presentations.

